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The Last Parade

The Standard of 20th London Regiment (QORWK) on parade at the  
Maidstone Reunion for the last time. The Standard will be ‘laid up’

on 1st February 2009

Standard Bearer - Brian Tresadern



After a very active 2008 it would appear, from all 
reports, that 2009 will offer a new set of challenges.

It was not possible to produce the Journal in 
December so apologies for running about 4 weeks 
behind. In fact there are some advantages to 
producing a winter issue in January rather than try 
to get one published before the Christmas break 
so, from now we will publish in January.	

Looking back on 2008 it really was quite a year, 
apart from all of our usual events, reunions etc. 
we had, in addition, the trip to Ypres, more of that 
later, the TA 100 celebrations and of course it was 
the 90th anniversary of the end of World War 1.

Looking back on the three days we spent in Ypres, 
it is difficult to accept that so many of us actually 
made the trip, what support and many thanks for 
that. It was great to have with us our pals from 
the Middlesex Regt. My only regret was that we 
could not get enough rooms in the Novotel to 
accommodate them with the main party. Despite 
local recommendations the Sultan Hotel proved 
to be a very poor substitute and my apologies for 
that.	  

The subscribers list has taken a bit of a self inflicted 
knock. Despite numerous reminders, letters etc. 
to readers to pay their subscription I have had to 
delete over 30 from the list. I am afraid it does 
not end there either, currently there are 86 who 
are still behind in the subscriptions. I will write one 
last time and if no subs are forthcoming then the 
red pen will be out again. It is so much easier to 
pay by Standing Order but many refuse to so do 
relying on their memories and the odd prod from 
me. If you do not pay by Standing Order and are 
not sure if you are up to date or not, then please 
give me a ring.

It is with sadness that we once again note the 
passing of so many comrades, some of whom had 
considerable influence on our lives. It is becoming 
increasingly more difficult to obtain obituaries so 
sometimes there is but the briefest of notes to say 
that a particular person has passed on. These 
brief mentions in no way diminish the loss nor do 
they infer any lack of respect.

Many of you will have heard that that great 
stalwart of the Association, Brian Bartlett, suffered 
a stroke this past autumn which, amongst other 
things, has effected his sight quite badly. Brian is 
still in hospital and we all wish him, and any others 
who are under the weather at the moment, well 
and hope that a rapid recovery is just around the 
corner. 	

So will 2009 be a quieter year, I guess so which 
might not be a bad thing. One thing is for certain 
the Association Reunions and the usual annual 
branch events will need the support of all who can 
attend. Many associations such as ours are now 
disbanding or are planning to do. Conversely our 
own Association goes from strength to strength 
with plenty of new recruits more than making up 
for any losses suffered. The challenge for 2009 is 
to recruit as many more as we can, by so doing 
we will ensure the survival of our much loved 
Association for many years yet to come.

The photo history of the Queen’s Own Buffs will 
now be continued in the next issue. This allows 
time to obtain more photos of their time in British 
Guyana. If you have any they will be very welcome.

With every good wish for a healthy, peaceful and 
enjoyable New Year.	

The Editor.

My contact details are:	  

54 South Eastern Road,	  
Ramsgate,	  
Kent CT11 9QE. 

Tel: 01843 580914 (Please not after 8pm)	

Email: peter@warner-white.com	

Skype:	 peterw81863

EDITOR’S PAGE
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BRANCH NEWS

SITTINGBOURNE BRANCH

SECRETARY:	 Mr.. A Chesson. 16 Cedar Close, 
Sittingbourne, ME10 4TV	

MEETING PLACE:	 The Ypres Tavern, West 
Street, Sittingbourne	

MEETING: 1st Tuesday in the month at 19.30 
hours.

Greetings from Sittingbourne Branch and may we 
wish all members of the Regimental Association a 
happy, healthy and peaceful new year.

Since the last newsletter the Branch has been very 
busy. First of all we are delighted to welcome no less 
than six new members - Brian Luckhurst, Charlie 
Armstrong, Marty Gordon, and Lewis Brazier, all 
ex 2nd Queens, (Lewis lives in Worcester), also 
Davey Davies and Ken Donkin, both Ex Navy and 
Dennis Austen ex T.A. and Cadet Force.

Sadly during the same period we lost three of our 
older members, Dick Read, Mo Swinyard, and 
Ernie White all in a few weeks, they are all much 
missed and our sincere condolences go out to 
those they have left behind.

Members have attended a number of events- 
In May we teamed up with the Royal Naval 
Association to attend the Major General’s Trooping 
of the Colour- a splendid and spectacular day, 
ending up at the R.N.A. Club at Gravesend for a 
memorable tea and drinks evening. 

Of course the main event of the year was the final 
visit of the Regimental Association to Ypres in June, 
the Branch was well represented filling up one 
whole coach. Good food, good accommodation, 
good company and splendid organisation, ending 
with the very moving ceremonies at the Menin 
Gate and Tyne Cot Cemetery. What a wonderful 
week-end, a sentiment echoed by everyone. Well 
done to all the organisers! (Our chairman also 
met up with Cpl. Peter Johns, (now Sgt. Major) 
who used to chase him around in Hong Kong in 
1948/9)

The Branch produced fairly large contingents for 
both reunions, Canterbury and Maidstone, again 
much praise was forthcoming for the organisers.

A few members made it to bolster the Q.O.B. 
contingent to the TA 100 March and Service at 
Canterbury in September - what a memorable day 
- monsoon weather- soaked to the skin - a beautiful 
service in the Cathedral followed by presentations 
to the Chief of the General Staff after lunch - my 
blazer took four days to dry out. 

Finally the R.N.A. invited members of the Branch 
to the Trafalgar Day Dinner at the local Golf Club 
on 25th October, it was supported very well and 
the evening was a great success, especially when 
yours truly won one of the main prizes in the raffle.

The Branch has decided to break away from the 
traditional visit to Ypres in 2009 and have opted to 
attend the Somme Ball in Arras in June instead. 
This will entail an overnight stay in Arras and in 
addition to the Ball will include guided tours of 
some of the WW1 battlefields in the area.

Best Wishes,

GD 

RAMSGATE BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr.. M. F. Milham. 	
185 Bradstow Way Broadstairs, Kent. CTI0 lAX.  
Tel: 01843 867786

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Club, 
Allenby House, 14/16 Cliff Street, Ramsgate.

MEETINGS:	 3rd Friday in the month, 19.45 hrs.

2008 must go down as one of the busiest years 
we have had in a long time and it’s not over yet. 
I thought the idea was when we all got older we 
took things a little easier, or at least that is what I 
was told when I retired. I have just been watching 
the events on Meridian TV covering Armistice Day, 
including the page turning in Canterbury Cathedral, 
it would seem our branch was well represented 
today, well done all of you. Unfortunately I was 
still involved with events in Margate, as I am 
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each year, hence not able to come to Canterbury. 
Before I report on the events of the year 
however I need to deal with the branches normal 
business, which is the usual start for these notes.
We have welcomed three new members this year 
to the branch, Pete Hayward who served in 5 Buffs 
TA, Frank Harvey who also served in the Buffs and 
Colonel Cecil West who has moved into our area 
and transferred to our branch. However father 
time has caught up with us once again, taking a 
further two members of the branch, Jack Solley 
and David Jones. Jack served with me as a Lance 
Corporal in HQ Coy 5 Buffs TA and then was the 
WO2 (CSM) of ‘B’ Coy 5 Queens at Westwood. 
David also served at Westwood as the Battalion 
Pay Officer. Our Welfare Officer, Deric King has 
returned after his operation and getting back 
into harness watching over the sick list. The list 
has included, Harry Pearce, Asher Rose, Laurie 
Springett and Ron Hillman who is now in a Herne 
Bay Nursing Home.

Events for this year came thick and fast and if 
any of our members attended all of them, please 
let me know what pills you are taking. The 
Canterbury and Maidstone Reunions were the 
usual success that we have come to expect and 
were well attended by our branch. The curry lunch 
at Canterbury was back to it’s normal quality and 
much enjoyed by myself and the Padre’s driver 
before she returned him to Aldershot. Speaking 
of the Padre his address held your attention all 
the time he was at the microphone, really hit the 
nail on the head. The annual visit to the Tower of 
London went off well once again enjoyed by all 
who attended. The Association visit to Ypres was 
a major event and enjoyed by all who crossed the 
water to Belgium, judging by all reports, well done 
Peter. The seats we had at the Major Generals 
Parade on Horse Guards were possibly the best 
we have ever had and the weather changed just 
for that day to make things perfect. I wonder if any 
of you managed to peek over the wall into No 10.

The weather was not so kind to those of us who 
attended the TA 100 celebrations at Canterbury, 
especially those of us who marched through the 
streets. It was typical that the heavens should 
open the moment we formed up, however I 
think we all enjoyed the moment the modern TA 
men ran for shelter, the cheer could be heard at 
the Cathedral. The address given by the Lord 
Lieutenant was possibly one of the best I had 

heard over these celebrations, he had obviously 
done his homework.

The branches annual dinner and dance was once 
again held at North Foreland Golf Club and was a 
total success. Although with only half an hour to go 
before we started, it was quite possible we would 
have to whistle for those who wished to dance, 
then in the nick of time the music man appeared. 
Our chief guest was our Association President 
and of course his lady wife, his speech has left me 
wondering if I will ever look at an ostrich again in 
the same way. Colonel Bishop and his wife were 
also our guests and he reiterated his feelings for 
all of us who had served under him, no matter 
in what capacity. Darts! our usual success, we 
at least make up the numbers, one day I hope 
to report on a win, one can live in hope. By the 
time you read this we will have held our Christmas 
social, this year at the Royal British Legion Club. 
With Christmas in mind we send our greetings 
to all members of the Association and to your 
families, credit crunch or not I hope that you enjoy 
yourselves over this festive season..

MFM

COLCHESTER BRANCH

SECRETARY: G. Arnot. 30 Cairns Road, 
Colchester, Essex, CO2 8UZ. Tel: 01206 520145

MEETING PLACE: Clovely, Great Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex C17 8PD

MEETING: 3rd Sunday in the month. Please 
contact the Secretary for venue.	

We have once again reached that time of the year 
when we send out our best wishes for the festive 
period to all readers.

It is sad to start these notes with the sad loss of 
one of our members wives, that of Mrs. Giles, wife 
of Ray, our condolences were sent to Ray and a 
good turn out from the Branch were present at the 
Crematorium. It was a very brave decision by Ray 
to attend the Canterbury Reunion just two days 
later but as he said, it helps to take his mind away 
from it.	

On our sick list at the moment is, Mrs. Jones the 
wife of Malcolm and we hope that she makes a 
good recovery. Our President Major (Retd) Rex 
Shearburn is receiving therapy and making a slow 
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recovery after breaking his leg. We also have the 
following waiting for operations, Mr. J Nash, Mrs. 
M Arnot (wife of Graham), Mrs. S Perfect (wife of 
Dave) and Mr. J Smith. It is sad that we hear that 
Mr. R Peterson is having problems walking. We 
also hope that Mr. D Curry has a good recovery 
after his stroke.	

We had a good turnout for our Albuhera 
celebration which was held in May, at our new 
venue the Musket Club. Although this year we 
only had a buffet all those that attended said it 
was a very good night and the venue should be 
kept for future functions, so we are holding our 
Christmas Dinner there as they have now started 
serving meals.	

What a bad summer we had yet again this year, I 
do not know how but we always seem to pick the 
best days for our Reunions. Once again, our thanks 
must go to the two Committees for all the hard 
work they put in to make these a success.	

 GA

THE WEALD OF KENT BRANCH

SECRETARY: Captain P M Gwilliam, 6 Fownes 
Street, Battersea, London SW11 2TJ Tel: 020 
3175 1090	 Email: micky.gwilliam@gmail.com

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Hall, 
26 Priory Road, Tonbridge.	

MEETING: At 7.00pm on the second Tuesday of 
every other month starting in January

MEETING PLACE: Royal British Legion Club, 26 
Priory Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Our notes must start on a sad tone. Stuart Gray, 
a branch member since day one, succumbed to 
cancer on 13 December at the age of 84. He had 
been looking forward to the Branch Christmas 
Lunch but this was not to be. His funeral was 
well attended and at the request of his family the 
branch Standard was on parade.

We feel that we are now a fully established 
branch, with a membership of around 50, and a 
regular attendance at meetings of about 36, and 
accordingly we have asked Major Peter Leigh MC 
to be our President. I am delighted to be able to 
report that he has accepted the invitation, and we 
dined him in at the Christmas Lunch. 

After much preparation we have finally received 
our new Branch Standard. The first time it 
was on parade was at the Maidstone reunion 
where it proudly took it’s place alongside other 
standards. Since then it has been on parade at the 
Remembrance Sunday parade at Tonbridge and, 
as mentioned above, at Stuart Gray’s funeral. On 
January 11th 2009 we shall be holding a service 
of dedication at Tonbridge Parish Church of St. 
Peter and St. Paul. Colonel Peter Bishop, Deputy 
Lieutenant of Kent, and Councillor Sue Murray, 
Deputy Mayor of Tonbridge, will be our principal 
guests and we are expecting a good turnout. This 
will also be the first official duty for Major Leigh.

The branch made two outings this year. On a 
glorious summer day in July a goodly number met 
at Hever Castle. For anyone who has not been 
there, it is the perfect Tudor castle. The present 
owners have kept it much as the Astor family 
had restored it, and the exhibitions have been 
sympathetically incorporated into a tour. For many 
of us the highlight had to be the display of Kent 
Militia memorabilia, for others, an afternoon stroll 
with Henry Vlll and Anne Boleyn (no, really)!

Our second outing was a combined visit to the 
National Army Museum and the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea. No lengthy description of either is 
necessary: suffice it to say that if anyone has had 
the opportunity to visit and not taken it up I suggest 
a rapid rethink.

In November a talk by Roger Holloway on the 
Mau Mau in Kenya was attentively listened to 
and received with great appreciation, not only 
from those with personal memories. All agreed 
that, possibly for the first time, they had now had 
a clear idea of what the emergency was about, 
and why the UK was involved. Roger has kindly 
agreed to come back on another occasion and 
speak on another of his fields of expertise. He paid 
the Branch the compliment of saying that he had 
enjoyed himself more than if he had attended a 
formal dinner at Lincoln’s Inn Fields, his alternative 
evening’s entertainment!

Our year came to an end with a splendid Christmas 
Lunch at the Rose and Crown in Tonbridge. The 
Chairman and Secretary were both in hospital so 
the Treasurer was in the chair, bravely clutching 
his crutches. It is worth pointing out that these are 
the younger members of the branch!

Next year we plan to visit the Churchill Museum 
in February and the Imperial War Museum in 
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September. By way of light relief we are also 
planning a canal trip and London Zoo visit in July. 
Members of other branches who would like to 
join us will be made most welcome – just call the 
secretary.

MG

DENMARK BRANCH

CHAIRMAN: Bendt Ole Arndt. Brunevang 83.1, 
DK 2610 Rodovre, Denmark

MEETINGS: Contact the Chairman for details.

Long time no seen - or no hearing for that matter; 
but here we are, the DANISH BRANCH of THE 
BUFFS.

As old age is creeping on we all suffer more or 
less from the same complaints as the rest of the 
world of the same age; but, we still do enjoy one 
another’s company, when we are together.

When I say “we”, I do not mean a Regiment, a 
Battalion, a Company, or a Platoon. No! No! Let 
us settle with seize of a Patrol. Eight good Men 
of Danish breed; once strengthen by British Army 
Life, all served in all parts of the world and serving 
time lasting approximately,, Two and a half years.

That time served under The Colours of The Buffs 
made all the difference in our later life. We learned 
how to endure difficult circumstances, obey orders 
- and some of us give orders. Those we have lost 
contact with, for some reason or other, I’m sure 
will agree with me. They live quietly somewhere in 
old Denmark.

Well! Now I must admit something. We have drawn 
in reinforcement concerning these gatherings. 
Those of us, who still are so fortunate to have a 
female in the back garden (so to say), are happy 
to share our good luck with our old comrades of 
arms and so, apart from bringing up our strength 
to nearly double, we have noticed a change in the 
mutual conversation - to the better.

And now to our last small gathering, which took 
place in the end of July at Morgens Birch Nielsen 
and Karen’s place, a lovely house and garden in 
the north of Zealand (Sjaelland). Here I have to 
pause about the gathering itself and inform you 
all about a strange way of life with us Danes; so 
sorry friends.

You see, a lot of Danes live in flats in our larger 
towns. Dusty and noisy they are, but so it is. 
However, some of us have found a solution. We 
have bought a little piece of land out in the country 
(the more wealthy ones, a great piece), and in time 
- or truly - in years ahead, when the contents on 
the bankbook seems endless -we start to built a 
house. The more poor ones do it with own hands, 
and again the more wealthy ones let others do the 
hard work. In Sweden, Norway and Finland they 
have got woods all over the place, and they do 
let us have some for hard cash; yes, they even 
offer to built the houses for us (of course for more 
hard cash), but still it is Scandinavian brotherhood 
- don’t you think?

While The Danes are still hard working during 
the week for their living, they look forward to the 
weekends out in the country with all the fresh air. 
Arriving at the lovely little piece of ground of theirs, 
they find timber, bags of concrete and strange 
building accessories all over the place. And so? 
when weekend after weekend have passed, year 
after year, and the summer-house seem finished, 
you have turned grey and old. You have become a 
pensioner and some move in permanently.

Therefore, when you meet a Dane with that certain, 
tired, grey look you may be certain he has a flat in 
town and a summer-house in the country. Back to 
our gathering. As a rule when never been a guest 
previously, we are shown around the house and 
the grounds, and knowing the efforts been put into 
it all - before it has come so far, we cannot help 
expressing our admiration. (The hard skin in our 
own hands reminds us.)

We bring our own sandwiches, but ‘the landlord’ 
offer drinks ad libitum (beers and soft drinks at 
this stage). Those of you who knows the sizes and 
the heights of Danish sandwiches are well aware, 
that it does demand a certain amount of fluids to 
consume these mountains, so the talk soon goes 
very freely about the latest events etc.. Of course 
we old BUFFS cannot avoid talking ‘just a little’ 
about our army-time, so the ladies leave us. We 
ignore insulting remarks such as:” NO! Not again” 
when leaving.

After all, we did learn how to behave as gentlemen 
from you good English people, but our red Viking 
Blood does stir up at times, when showing so little 
understanding for our good deeds.
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Well, coffee is being served and we all gather 
again in harmony around the table. Usually, apart 
from having home-made rolls, we also have 
Wienerbrad (a special pastry, which recipe - to 
my knowledge, we have ‘borrowed’, but never 
given back to the owners). Shame on us! Pardon 
Austria, but we did keep the name.

With this very coffee arrangement also arrived 
THE BIG SURPRISE. Those of you, who have 
been in Denmark, know we also at times serve 
some strange, tremendous cake, built up in layers 
with custard cream and jam in between. On the top 
is icing sugar with whipped cream, but here it was 
also decorated with big letters:” THE BUFFS”, the 
very name surrounded with strawberries, green 
marzipan plus chocolate flakes. (I must here 
remind you, that you at the moment are guests 
in a country,, fluting with milk and honey and gold 
coins to be found in the streets.)

Gallons of coffee are being served 
with the rolls and the layer-cake. 
Coffee is our national drink, not 
to mention Snaps, beer, whisky 
(preferable Scotch), and to go 
with the coffee a sip of Cognac, 
preferable Armagnac, VSOP. Very 
modest indeed, don’t you think?

Late in the afternoon we part with 
a ‘see you again’, but we always 
keep in touch per telephone to hear 
how things are going ‘till we meet 
again’ (good old Vera Lyne, the 
Sweetheart of the Forces)

Quite another assembling we have with the 
courtesy of THE BRITISH EMBASSY on 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY nearest to the 
eleventh of November at Bispebjerg Churchyard, 
Here is a Wreath Laying ceremony where 
diplomats., representatives from the Danish and 
British Armed Forces and we from The Buffs pay 
our tribute to all those who gave their lives in the 
turmoil of strives all over the World. After this 
very solemn ceremony The British Ambassador 
invites all the representatives home to his private 
house. Need I to say, that we from The Buffs 
always feel we are most welcome and enjoy 
once again putting our feet on British Ground and 
brushing up our English.

PostScript,

In 1945 - 1946 several hundred Danes did join the 
British Army during The Emergency Period. They 
all passed through GSC, Canterbury and were 
then spread all over Britain, Scotland and Ireland 
in different regiments.

Of course they are as proud of their regiment 
as we are - been in The Buffs. They also meet - 
partly in Odense (the island of Fyen) and partly 
in Koge (Zealand). And we chaps from The Buffs 
join them, having a jolly good time with laughs and 
telling stories from times back.

On behalf of The Danish Branch of The Buffs I 
send you our best wishes and thanks - to you all 
over there in good Old Blighty.

Bendt Ole Arndt.

Chairman of The Buffs, Denmark Branch.

Our Danish Buffs;
Kay, Bendt Ole, Erik, Knud and Morgens

 Zealand 31st July 2008
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(Editor’s Note: These notes were received in 
October and since then we have received the 
very sad news of the passing of Andrew Breining 
who until recently was the hard working secretary 
of the Denmark Branch. We send to our Danish 
comrades our sincere sympathy. Andrew will be 
greatly missed by us all.).

 LONDON (BUFFS) BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mrs. Betty Correa. 34 Homer 
Road, Shirley, Croydon, Surrey CR0 7SB.  
Tel No. 0208 655 3040.	   
Email jcorrea@talk 21.com

MEETING PLACE: Ives Lounge, The Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea.

MEETING: 3rd Saturday in the month at 19.00 
hrs.

Since writing in the spring edition of the journal I’m 
glad to say that The London Buffs have gone from 
strength to strength.

On the 7th May, The London Buffs had the Honour 
of Turning the Page at Canterbury Cathedral also 
on the 31st May we attended the Trooping the 
Colour in London. On 5th June several members 
attended Founders Day at Royal Hospital Chelsea. 
On 21st June an Association trip to Ypres where on 
behalf of the London Buffs John Field laid a wreath 
at the Menin Gate and Henry Parker laid a wreath 
at Tyne Cot in memory of fallen comrades, Joe 
Correa also attended with the Branch Standard. 
This trip will always be remembered and I, for one, 
am very proud to be a part of this association and 
so proud of you all.

The Canterbury Reunion on the 10th August was 
very successful with a good number on parade 
and an extra special event for The London Buffs 
as we were leading the parade, a very proud 
moment for our Branch.

On the 6th September London Buffs Standard 
attended the TA 100 parade in Canterbury. 
Although it was well attended it was WET WET 
WET -the heavens opened and most of us got 
soaked but the stalwarts carried on regardless.

On the 7th September we held our annual service 
of remembrance at the Tower of London. It was 
one of the best ever and on behalf of the London 
Buffs I would like to thank Canterbury Branch, 
Ramsgate Branch and Weald Branch for giving 
their support at the Tower Service as always this 
is very much appreciated THANK YOU.

Another well supported and successful day at 
Maidstone Reunion on the 14th September 08.

On the 20th September several branch members 
went on a River Thames Cruise up to Greenwich 
where we were able to visit the Naval College, 
went round the antique fairs and markets had 
lunch outside in the park as it was a lovely day had 
a ride on the Greenwich wheel, what a view. All 
had a great time and the College was well worth a 
visit. We thank Ray Cox for organising the trip and 
Ray has said he has more in store for 2009 and all 
are welcome.

Above: Frankie Hills, Chairman of London 
Branch welcoming the newly elected Branch 
President, Major John Barrell OBE TD. under 
the watchful eye of King Charles 11 at the 
Royal Hospital.
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Our Branch meeting in November was the last in 
2008 and well attended with a buffet lunch and 
a drink or two HICK UP HICK UP a toast to all 
wishing everyone MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR.

On behalf of The London Buffs we wish all far and 
near the best of good health and happiness and 
we look forward to a pleasant summer in 2009. 

BC

CANTERBURY BRANCH 

SECRETARY: H.G.B. Delo. 38 Reculver 
Avenue, Minnis Bay, Birchington CT7 9NU.	   
Tel: 01843 842357

MEETING PLACE: The Chaucer Club, Chaucer 
Hill, off Military Road, Canterbury.

MEETING: Last Thursday of month at 20.00 hrs. 

I must first start this report by congratulating 
and thanking Major Peter White and Major Allan 
Marchant for their work and organisation of the 3 
days visit to Ypres in June 2008. What an excellent 
weekend. The outstanding part of the extended 
weekend was the parade and march to the Menin 
Gate for the service and wreath laying ceremony 
on the Sunday led by the band and drums of 3 
PWRR. The locals said that this was the best 
non military parade they had seen in many years. 
We would like to thank Professor Mark Connelly 
who is a professor of history at the University of 
Kent and has written a book called “Steady the 
Buffs” and Mr. Mick Mills who is an historian and 
archivist, both these gentlemen made our trip 
very interesting and informative through France 
and Belgium with the war time history of the 
whole area. Canterbury Branch have shown there 
thanks to both of them by making them honorary 
members of the Association and the Branch. 

TURNING THE PAGE:

Major Peter White had asked if he could Turn the 
Page to celebrate his 70th birthday, this was all 
arranged for him but little did he know that there 
would be a surprise awaiting him when he turned 
up at the Cathedral, Canterbury and Ramsgate 
Branches turned out in force along with the Branch 

Standards. Peter appreciated this very much and 
we hope he will publish his photographs in the 
Journal.

I wonder who got the blame for organising this ?. 

The Canterbury Reunion went off very well and 
the committee were very pleased and to date no 
complaints have been received. The committee 
would like to thank everyone for the excellent 
support given to the large raffle, it went so well 
that the tickets ran out with many people being 
unlucky, but this problem I can assure you will be 
resolved in 2009.

The Branch gave its full support to the TA 100 
parade and service in the Cathedral but as many of 
you may know the weather was atrocious but this 
did not stop the ‘old and bold’ from marching with 
their Standards led by the Association President 
Colonel Champion. After the service we were 
served with refreshments and some members 
were introduced to the Lord Lieutenant of Kent.

Several members of the Branch attended the 
Tower of London service which is organised by the 
London Branch. This year the Parade Marshall 
was our very own Ex drum Major (without mace) 
Sammy Supple We would like to thank the 
Ramsgate Branch for conveying our members on 
their coach to London. It would be appreciated if a 
few more members from other branches gave the 
London branch their support.

Members of the Branch along with our two 
Standards supported the Maidstone Reunion and 
the wreath laying service at Brenchley Gardens. 
There seemed to be more members on parade 
than last year, this was good to see as the Reunion 
has been lacking in numbers in previous years.

On 11th October our Social secretary Mr. Bernard 
Miles organised a coach trip to visit the Houses of 
Parliament and Westminster Abbey. A very good 
day was had by all who went.

The Armistice weekend was very busy especially 
for our Standard Bearers, the Sunday parade 
was followed by our usual carvery luncheon at 
the Canterbury Golf Club. On Tuesday November 
11th “Armistice Day” a special Page Turning and 
Wreath laying ceremony was organised and there 
was a very good turnout.
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In December we held our annual Christmas 
Dinner and Social at the Canterbury Golf Club. 
The meal of turkey with all the trimmings followed 
by Christmas pudding was a blow out followed by 
plenty of liquid refreshment.

Sadly, during the past few months, we have lost 
Mr. Phil Holder, Mr. Eddie Williams, Mr. Reg 
Stockley and Mr. Graham Smith also two staunch 
ladies of the Branch Mrs. Sylvia Marchant and 
Mrs. Lily Vine. We will miss them so much.

Two new members were welcomed to the Branch 
Mr. Alf Robson and Mr. Ken Brown both who are 
ex Buffs.

We wish everyone far and near a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 

See you all at the Canterbury Reunion which is 
back to its normal day, the first Sunday in August 
which this year is the 2nd.

HYTHE & FOLKESTONE BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr.. S C Macintyre, Quarry 
Lane Cottage, Hythe, Kent CT21 5HE.  
Tel: 01303 266778.

MEETING PLACE: The Royal British Legion Hall, 
St.. Leonards Road, Hythe.

MEETING: Second Thursday in the month at 
7.30pm.

SANDWICH BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mr.. D. G. Hogben.	  
75 Burch Avenue, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0AN.	 
Tel: 01304 612920.

MEETING PLACE: The R.A.F.A Windsock Club, 
The Market, Sandwich.	

MEDWAY BRANCH.

SECRETARY: Marilyn Devonshire, 136 Brompton 
Lane, Strood, Kent ME2 3BA	

MEETING PLACE: The R.A.F.A. Club, Riverside, 
Chatham, Kent

MEETING: 1st Wednesday in the month at 20.00 
hrs.

MAIDSTONE BRANCH

SECRETARY: Mrs. D Hall-Richardson.	  
31 Bychurch Place, Waterloo Street, Maidstone, 
Kent ME15 7UQ	

MEETING PLACE: Stone Street Club, 2 Lower 
Stone Street, Maidstone ME15 6JN,

MEETING: Third Tuesday in the month at 19.30 
hrs.

BROMLEY BRANCH.

SECRETARY: B L Bartlett. 185 Park Crescent, 
Erith, Kent DA8 3EB.	

MEETING PLACE: Bromley United Services 
Club. 33 London Road, Bromley.	

MEETING: Last Saturday in the month at 20.00 
hrs. 

LADIES GUILD (RAMSGATE)

SECRETARY: Mrs Molly Webster. 11 Turnden 
Gardens, Cliftonville, CT9 3HB.	




















